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Question 1. While the first three phases of the U.S. military involvement in Iraq – the military buildup, initial preparatory actions and main combat operations – were largely successful, the post-conflict stabilization phase was flawed in a number of ways. Specifically, the U.S. Department of Defense failed to anticipate and prepare for a security vacuum in the post-Saddam Iraq. Explain, drawing from the readings, the lecture notes, and the video (“No End in Sight”) what a security vacuum is and what long-term consequences it had on Iraqi society.   

Question 2. Ricks (Chapter 11) discusses extensively the prescriptions for counterinsurgency warfare by retired French army Lt. Col. David Galula. What are some of the most important Galula’s prescriptions and how did US military strategy aimed at insurgency deviate from this?  

Question 3. Why did the Bush administration fail to recognize that overthrowing Saddam Hussein could shatter Iraq’s security institutions and thus leave responsibility for maintaining civil order in the hands of the American-led coalition?

Question 4: What are, according to the video “Iraq for Sale” some of the most important consequences of the US government’s contracting out of the process of Iraq’s reconstruction to American corporations? 

Question 5. U.S. officers blamed the failure of the early stages of counterinsurgency on the lack of intelligence. How did the U.S. deal with this problem according to Ricks (Chapter 9).      

Question 6. Explain the process of de-Baathification and what went wrong with it. Has this process been reversed since?  

Question 7. Discuss the three alternative scenarios of the future structure of the Iraqi state, suggest which one of the three in your view is the most likely one, and justify your suggestion. What is Peter Galbraith’s view on this matter?

Question 9. Identify at least two militia groups that until recently were actively involved in fighting in Iraq. How are militia groups different from insurgency groups? 

Question 10: Explain the difference between the bottom up and top down approaches to the process of national reconciliation.

Question 11: Most analysts agree that Paul Wolfowitz was the chief architect of the U.S. military involvement in Iraq in 2003 According to Ricks (Chapter 6) what were Wolfowitz’s principal assumptions PRIOR to invading the country?  
Question 12: Two types of funds have been used in the process of economic reconstruction of Iraq. Identify each of the two and discuss how they have been used in the process of economic reconstruction. 

