ED 173: Cognition and Learning in Educational Settings

Professor Martinez

Practice Quiz: Metacognition
Note: These quizzes are posted on the course website and on the course noteboard. The day after each lecture will be designated as a discussion day for that lecture and the associated quiz. On that day, a TA will respond to all posted questions and comments on the practice quiz. Please post your questions and comments on the course noteboard. Any questions and comments posted after the designated discussion day for a particular practice quiz will be read and responded to, but they may not be responded to immediately.  

To access the course noteboard, go to http://eee.uci.edu/ and sign in to MyEEE.  Click on “noteboard” underneath the course listing for ED 173, then click on the ED 173 Practice Quizzes Noteboard.  From there, click on the practice quiz forum that you would like to address.
Please DO NOT send emails to the TAs regarding these practice quizzes – all questions and comments about the practice quizzes should be posted on the noteboard. This will allow all students to learn from each other’s questions. Of course, feel free to email the TAs with any other course questions or comments (.

1.  Metacognition is least relevant to:

a. text comprehension.

b. solving a difficult problem.

c. performing a highly-practiced skill.

d. critical evaluation of a politician’s claim.

2.  Which of the following is the best illustration of metacognition?

a. Betsy stays up late studying for a geography test. The following morning in school, she is too tired to think straight during the test.

b. Connie is studying for a history test. She knows that she has trouble with dates, so she checks herself by giving herself a short quiz after each chapter.

c. Andrea is studying for a spelling test. She writes each spelling word five times in her nicest handwriting.

d. Dolly is preparing to take the Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT), so she checks out an SAT preparation book from the local library and reads it from cover to cover.

3.  Calvin is seven years old and in second grade. Given children’s typical metacognitive abilities at different age levels, which one of the following is most likely to be true of Calvin?

a. He recognizes that learning is an active, constructive process.
b. He realizes that mastering a topic might take him considerable time and practice.
c. He believes that people’s conflicting opinions about a topic may all be “right” to some degree.
d. He is overly optimistic about how much he can learn and remember in a short time period.

Follow-up Question: What can you likely conclude about Calvin’s metamemory and metacomprehension?

4.  A third grader reads a sentence quickly and without error.  However, he has no comprehension of what he just read.  Based on this, you could conclude that the reader exhibited automaticity (of decoding skills) but you could not say whether metacogition failed or not.  What would you need to know to decide whether the young reader was metacognitive when reading the sentence?

