ED 173: Cognition and Learning in Educational Settings

Professor Martinez

Practice Quiz: Cognitive Development
Note: These quizzes are posted on the course website and on the course noteboard. The day after each lecture will be designated as a discussion day for that lecture and the associated quiz. On that day, a TA will respond to all posted questions and comments on the practice quiz. Please post your questions and comments on the course noteboard. Any questions and comments posted after the designated discussion day for a particular practice quiz will be read and responded to, but they may not be responded to immediately.  

To access the course noteboard, go to http://eee.uci.edu/ and sign in to MyEEE.  Click on “noteboard” underneath the course listing for ED 173, then click on the ED 173 Practice Quizzes Noteboard.  From there, click on the practice quiz forum that you would like to address.
Please DO NOT send emails to the TAs regarding these practice quizzes – all questions and comments about the practice quizzes should be posted on the noteboard. This will allow all students to learn from each other’s questions. Of course, feel free to email the TAs with any other course questions or comments (.

1.  According to Piaget, cognitive development occurs when:

a. children enter the concrete operational stage.

b. teachers arrange conflict-free environments for learners.

c. genetic influences overpower environmental influences.

d. conflict between beliefs and perceptions produces disequilbrium.

2.  In Piaget’s stage theory of cognitive development, formal operations is best understood as the ability to deal effectively with:

a. discourses, especially expository.

b. evaluations, especially ethical.

c. abstractions, especially scientific.

d. critique, especially artistic.

3.  Louis receives a new soccer ball and begins to dribble it in the same way he dribbles his basketball. His dribbling of the new ball reflects Piaget’s concept of:
a. accommodation

b. concrete operations

c. cognitive structure

d. assimilation

4.  Which one of the following best illustrates symbolic thought?

a. Richard actively manipulates a new toy to find out what it does.

b. Edward tries not to cry when his mother drops him off on the first day of kindergarten.

c. Isabelle pushes a classmate off the swing so that she can use it.

d. Laura asks herself, “Hmmm, where did I put my social studies book?”

5.  Mary agrees with this logic: If all violins are musical instruments, and if all musical instruments make noise, then all violins must make noise. However, we then present this situation. If all Cheetos are rutabagas, and if all rutabagas are oysters, then all Cheetos are oysters. Mary vehemently denies that Cheetos can possible be oysters. Based on this information, we would conclude that Mary is in the ____________ stage of development.

a. concrete operational

b. formal operation

c. sensorimotor

d. preoperational

6.  Bruner’s theory of cognitive growth and knowledge representation argued that any content can be taught in a meaningful fashion to learners at any age.  What Bruner was suggesting for curriculum planning was: 
a. core content should be introduced at the sensory-motor stage.

b. content should initially be taught simply and revisited in more depth in later years.

c. mastery learning of content areas should begin at age eight.

d. core content should be presented simultaneously in enactive, iconic, and symbolic

representations.

7.  Piaget described cognitive development as a fixed sequence of stages.  In your answer, identify each stage and the approximate age equivalents, and then briefly describe how you would characterize a child’s processing at each stage.

