ED 173: Cognition and Learning in Educational Settings

Professor Martinez

Practice Quiz: The Brain and Learning
Note: These quizzes are posted on the course website and on the course noteboard. The day after each lecture will be designated as a discussion day for that lecture and the associated quiz. On that day, a TA will respond to all posted questions and comments on the practice quiz. Please post your questions and comments on the course noteboard. Any questions and comments posted after the designated discussion day for a particular practice quiz will be read and responded to, but they may not be responded to immediately.  

To access the course noteboard, go to http://eee.uci.edu/ and sign in to MyEEE.  Click on “noteboard” underneath the course listing for ED 173, then click on the ED 173 Practice Quizzes Noteboard.  From there, click on the practice quiz forum that you would like to address.
Please DO NOT send emails to the TAs regarding these practice quizzes – all questions and comments about the practice quizzes should be posted on the noteboard. This will allow all students to learn from each other’s questions. Of course, feel free to email the TAs with any other course questions or comments (.

1. Laterality research has revealed that the right hemisphere tends to be associated with:
a.
Analytical and spatial cognition

b.
Analytical and language-related cognition

c.
Holistic and spatial cognition

d.
Holistic and language-related cognition

2. In human development, there is a “pruning” period involving a massive loss of neurons.  This 

loss occurs in:
a. Infancy

b. Adolescence

c. Middle age

d. Old age

3. In humans, learning is almost certainly accompanied by the formation of new:
a.
Synapses

b.
Reflex arcs

c.
Blood vessels

d.
Amyloid plaques

4. Which one of the following best describes how neurons transmit messages to one another.
a. By stimulating the growth of surrounding glial cells

b. By attaching themselves to the same terminal buttons

c. By fusing the axon of one with the dendrite of the other

d. By sending chemical substances across a tiny gap between them

5. An example of building “a bridge too far” from neuroscience to education would be to say that:

a. the right hemisphere of the brain is associated with imagery.

b. the left hemisphere of the brain is associated with language.

c. artistic students have stronger functioning capabilities in their right hemispheres.

d. all students have some division of labor in their right and left hemispheres.

6. Explain the difference between mind and brain, and list three terms that are closely associated with “mind” and three terms that are closely associated with “brain”.

