Political Science 61 / Chicano/Latino Studies 64

Introduction to Minority Politics

Essay Assignment #1


In an essay of 5 to 7 pages, please answer the following question.  I expect you to base your answer primarily on the readings identified below and, to a lesser degree, on lectures and class discussions.  I do not expect you to supplement these sources with outside research.

Your essay should present evidence from the readings to support a thesis that you identify early in your essay.  When you tap material from the readings, you should cite the author and the page number in a parenthetical end note, e.g. (Davidson 1994: 41).  Please note that your grade will reflect your success at stating a clear thesis (that you subsequently defend with evidence from the class readings and lectures) and in citing the sources of your evidence.


Late essays will not be accepted.

Question:


Within a few months Congress passed the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the Immigration and Nationality Amendments of 1965.  In an essay, assess the degree to which these two pieces of legislation created the foundation for contemporary minority politics.  To answer this, you will need to discuss specific provisions of each of these pieces of legislation that, in your opinion, established opportunities for racial and ethnic minorities to increase their influence in politics in the forty years that followed.  Based on evidence from the readings and class discussions, do these legislative acts establish the foundation for racial and ethnic populations to create a cohesive “minority” politics in the United States or do they undercut (or reduce) this opportunity?  Your answer may certainly acknowledge ways in which they both reinforce and undercut the opportunities for a cohesive minority politics, but I expect you to assert which you think is more the case and to present evidence to support your assertion.

Readings that you should consult to answer this question:

· Davidson, Chandler. 1994. “The Voting Rights Act: A Brief History.” In Bernard Grofman and Chandler Davidson, eds. Controversies in Minority Voting: The Voting Rights Act in Perspective (pp. 7-51)

· DeSipio and de la Garza, chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 1-59)

· Prewitt, Kenneth. 2006. “Immigrants and the Changing Categories of Race.” In Taeku Lee, S. Karthick Ramakrishnan, and Ricardo Ramírez, eds. Transforming Politics, Transforming America (pp. 19-31)

· Lien, Pei-te; M. Margaret Conway; and Janelle Wong. 2003. “The Contours of Ethnic Identity Choices Among Asian Americans.” Social Science Quarterly 84 [2] [June]: 461-481

· Foner, Eric. 2005. Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction, chapter 7 (pp. 189-213)

Due Date: 
Tuesday, October 16 (at the beginning of class).

